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to write or to wish such things against the Queen. Yes, and I also admit that I did what I was able to do to secure the release of several persecuted Catholics, and if I had been able then, or were able now to ensure their safety and save them from punishment, I would have done it and would do it now, so far as my ability might extend."
She turned to Secretary Walsingham.
" My Lord," she said, " the moment that I saw you in this place I knew whose hand dealt the blow; you have always been my bitterest enemy, and my son's, and you have prejudiced everybody against me."
Thus accused to his face, Walsingham rose.
" Madame," he replied, " I declare before God, who is my witness, that you are in error and that I have done nothing against you unworthy of a man of honor and integrity, either in my private capacity or as a public servant."
This was all that was said and done on this first day; on the following day the Queen was again brought before the commissioners, and, having taken her seat at the end of the table with the commissioners around her as before, she began thus, in a loud, firm voice:
" You are well aware, my Lords and gentlemen, that I am a sovereign Queen, anointed and consecrated in the house of God, and that I neither can nor should, for any cause whatsoever, be summoned to your presence nor made to stand at your bar, to be tried according to these laws and statutes which you put forward, for I am a free-born princess, and owe no more to any prince on, earth than he owes me; and with regard to all this of which I am accused against my said sister, I cannot reply properly unless I am allowed the assistance of my counsel. If you proceed, do your worst; but from all